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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1137 

Messrs. POLIS, COHEN, and NAD-
LER changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. GALLEGO, CICILLINE, and 
RICHMOND changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the conference report was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, I was not 

present for votes on Friday, December 2, 
2016 because I was home in San Bernardino, 
CA to mark the one-year anniversary of the 
terrorist attack in our community. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 600, the adoption of the Conference Re-
port to accompany S. 2943, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EMMER of Minnesota) laid before the 
House the following communication 
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 2, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2016, at 9:55 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6014. 

That the Senate passed S. 3492. 
That the Senate passed S. 10. 
That the Senate passed S. 2058. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY), the majority leader, for 
the purpose of inquiring of the schedule 
for the week to come. 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
will meet at noon for morning hour and 

2 p.m. for legislative business. Votes 
will be postponed until 6:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning 
hour and noon for legislative business. 

On Thursday, the House will meet at 
9 a.m. for legislative business, and no 
votes are expected in the House on Fri-
day. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider 
a number of suspensions next week, a 
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today. 

The House will also consider H.R. 
5143, the Transparent Insurance Stand-
ards Act of 2016, sponsored by Rep-
resentative BLAINE LUETKEMEYER, 
which specifies U.S. objectives regard-
ing international insurance standards 
to ensure that our State-based system 
is preserved. 

Additionally, the House is expected 
to consider the final Water Resources 
and Development bill as well as the 
continuing resolution to fund the gov-
ernment. 

b 1145 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as the gen-
tleman knows, the current CR expires 
on December 9. He has announced the 
CR will be on the floor next week, and 
it is my understanding that December 
9 may be our last day in session, so I 
presume we need to act before Decem-
ber 8. 

Does the gentleman have a perspec-
tive on the specific scheduling of the 
CR and when it will be on the floor? 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, the 
Appropriations Committee is con-
tinuing to work on the CR, including 
the length of time and when. As soon 
as it is done, it will be posted. It is our 
intention to have it done next week, 
and it would be our hope that we could 
finalize it on Thursday. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
make a comment that I know the CR 
will be the vehicle. I know Mr. TOM 
COLE made a comment—and I have 
talked to him about it—with which I 
agree. I am disappointed, our side is 
disappointed, and I think some on your 
side with whom I have talked are dis-
appointed that we were unable to do an 
omnibus appropriations bill which 
would reflect the work of the com-
mittee on our side and, indeed, the 
work of the committees on the other 
side of the aisle. 

A CR is not helpful to management, 
obviously, not knowing specifically 
what resources they will have available 
for the balance of the year. Very frank-
ly, although there will be anomalies in 
the bill to reflect the changes from last 
year’s funding levels, they will un-
doubtedly not take care of a funding 
stream which will be appropriate for 
good management in the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

I would hope in the year ahead that 
we would certainly work toward having 
bipartisan appropriation bills done bill 
by bill. Both sides have had trouble 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:37 Dec 02, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02DE7.001 H02DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7135 December 2, 2016 
doing that from time to time, but let’s 
hope that we can work toward that 
end. Because a CR, in many ways, is 
simply a failure; and forgetting about 
who is at fault or who is not at fault, 
it is a failure to operate the govern-
ment in a way that is rational, reason-
able, and most effective. 

So I want to make that comment. I 
know the gentleman agrees with me on 
trying to go through regular order, and 
it is unfortunate that we didn’t get 
there. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia if he wants to say anything on 
that. I have another question. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
agree with the gentleman that we 
should go through regular order and 
get our appropriation bills done. It is 
our intention, as the gentleman knows 
from the new schedule coming out, es-
pecially loading more days in, to make 
sure, as we come back into the next 
Congress, that we start with appropria-
tions and get that work done. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as a con-
structive suggestion, I notice that the 
gentleman has scheduled—and I want 
to thank him for his communication 
with our office so that we could work 
together on trying to get the schedule 
together—we have four working weeks 
in June. As you know, essentially, the 
Appropriations Committee tries to get 
its work done by the end of May in 
terms of its bills—they don’t get all of 
them done by the end of May—so we 
can start moving them to the floor. 

I congratulate the gentleman for put-
ting sufficient time in so that we can 
do that in June and July, so that all 
the bills, hopefully—the objective, I 
would suggest, ought to be to have all 
of the 12 appropriation bills sent to the 
Senate prior to the August break. I 
thank him for his schedule on that. 

Originally, March 31 was, as I under-
stood, the CR date, but that is some-
what flexible now, I understand. Can 
the gentleman tell me what date he ex-
pects the CR to expire on? 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, as I 
mentioned earlier, the Appropriations 
Committee is continuing to work on 
the CR, and that would be including 
the length of time. The gentleman is 
correct that March was the date we 
were looking at. I believe that date will 
change. But as soon as discussions have 
ended and we are able to post, it will 
include the date of the length of the 
CR. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
things that we are certainly very hope-
ful of—your office and my office were 
having a lot of discussions about that, 
as are Leader PELOSI and Speaker 
RYAN having a lot of discussions—is 
the WRRDA bill. This deals very criti-
cally with the Flint crisis that has 
been ongoing now for 2-plus years. I am 
very concerned, although we appar-
ently have an agreement on the dollar 
figure, can the gentleman tell me 
whether that dollar figure will, in fact, 

be appropriated within the structure of 
the WRRDA bill? 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I do 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Maryland for his work with his staff on 
this issue of the Flint crisis when we 
were dealing with WRRDA and the con-
tinuing resolution just short months 
ago. 

The Speaker and Minority Leader 
NANCY PELOSI are continuing to talk. 
It is our intention that it gets solved 
inside WRRDA, and we are hopeful that 
we can close out on that even today. As 
soon as it is finished, it will be posted 
as well. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, when you 
say within WRRDA, in the event that 
that does not occur, would the gen-
tleman believe that we would deal with 
the assurance of the funding in the CR 
itself? 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, as 
soon as it is finished, we will be able to 
put it out. But it is our intention, on 
the work that we agreed to with Mem-
bers on your side of the aisle—and I 
know Speaker RYAN has had discus-
sions with him as well, and he feels 
very comfortable about where we are 
and with funding on that—as soon as 
we are able to finish that up, I think 
everybody will be quite happy with the 
outcome. I think this is a work-on- 
both-sides-of-the-aisle compromise to 
find common ground to actually solve 
a problem. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
say to the gentleman from California 
that I appreciate the fact that our of-
fices work together, that the Speaker 
and the leaders’ offices have been 
working together and that the commit-
tees have been working together. 

I would urge, however this money is 
appropriated—whether it is appro-
priated within the CR, whether it is ap-
propriated in the WRRDA bill itself— 
that the money needs to be made avail-
able before we leave this week because 
this is an issue that has dragged on for 
too long and the people of Flint are 
still in dire distress, which is terribly 
unfortunate given the length of this 
crisis and the causes of this crisis, in 
some respects. 

Lastly, Mr. Leader, I asked this and 
you responded that December 9 was the 
date; but do you see any possibility of 
going beyond the 9th that we need to 
warn our Members about? We are hear-
ing that both on the Senate side and on 
our side, that there is every expecta-
tion that next week will be the last 
week that we will be in session in the 
114th Congress. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman knows better than I—he has 
been here longer than I—that we can 
always set a date, but Congress some-
times has a problem making that date. 

It is our hope that we can be finished 
by December 8, but no one can predict 

what happens on this floor, whether we 
have to be here longer. It is always my 
intention that Members understand, if 
the work is not done, we will not leave. 

So we will not leave until we get a 
continuing resolution done and get 
WRRDA done. I believe that the prior 
work that we have done working to-
gether—and knowing where both of 
them are right now—that we can finish 
this up and be done on time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman mirrors my words. When people 
would ask me when we are going to 
conclude, I would say we are going to 
conclude when we finish our work. 
Now, finishing, I guess, one’s work is a 
subjective judgment; but certainly 
these two pieces of legislation need to 
get done, and hopefully we can get 
those done. 

If we don’t have a further week, this 
will be the last colloquy. I want to say 
to my friend that we have been able to 
work on a lot in the 114th Congress. We 
have had real substantive differences. 
We will continue to have those dif-
ferences. But I look forward to working 
closely with the majority leader when, 
in fact, we agree, and when we dis-
agree, to try to work constructively on 
trying to get to an agreement. 

This election has caused us, I think, 
some real challenges. The election 
itself was a challenge, and I know we 
will have a lot more to say on that 
afterwards. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
California for the ability to work to-
gether and constructively on behalf of 
the American people where we have 
been able to do that. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to take a moment and congratulate the 
gentleman from Maryland on his re-
election to whip. 

Hopefully, this is our last colloquy 
for the year, but you know as much as 
I know. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, well, I 
know how much you look forward to 
these colloquies. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
the highlight of my week. 

I look forward to the next Congress. 
I do enjoy working with the gentleman 
from Maryland, even when we disagree, 
because the gentleman is honest and 
forthright with his disagreements. The 
gentleman is willing to work where we 
do find common ground. 

We are going to have philosophical 
differences, but we are going to have 
the same commitment that we are 
going to try to find a way to move for-
ward. At times, we are going to dis-
agree; but those times that we do 
agree, we work very well together. I 
admire the gentleman. The gentleman 
works very hard when he disagrees, and 
that is just part of what I think the 
American people expect. We have got a 
lot of work to go before us. The elec-
tion is over. I think it is time that this 
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country comes together. We are going 
to have a lot of work. 

As the gentleman from Maryland 
knows, with the new schedule, Mem-
bers are going to be here much more 
than they have been in the past, and we 
are probably going to be on this floor 
with legislation a little more than we 
were last year. I look forward to that 
and look forward to working with the 
gentleman on ways that we can work 
together. 

I wish the gentleman from Maryland 
a very Merry Christmas. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from California and re-
turn that wish for a Merry Christmas. 
This is not our last week. We are going 
to be here next week, so maybe we will 
save that for then. 

I do look forward and the people look 
forward. This election has been a deep-
ly troubling one for all sides in many 
respects. I think it is our responsibility 
to try to bring some degree of con-
fidence to all of our constituents, 
whatever they believe, whoever they 
voted for, that we are going to move 
forward in a constructive, positive way 
to make America an even greater coun-
try than it is now. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 2, 2016, TO MONDAY, DE-
CEMBER 5, 2016 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, December 5, 2016, 
when it shall convene at noon for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EMMER of Minnesota). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman 
from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT JESUIT 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PAY 
TRIBUTE TO VETERANS 
(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the stu-
dents of University of Detroit Jesuit 
High School. They love this country, 
and they found a special way to pay 
tribute to our veterans. 

Young men and women of University 
of Detroit Jesuit are volunteering their 
time to serve as pallbearers for home-
less veterans at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in my district, the final rest-
ing place for local military members 
who don’t have families and are typi-
cally buried alone. 

The students have never met these 
veterans, but they have a genuine 
sense of patriotism and gratitude for 
what they have done for our country. 
Their mission is simple: to give the 
proper burial that every veteran— 
every person—deserves. 

Mr. Speaker, when no one else came 
forward, these young men and women 
stepped up to say thank you. Our dis-
trict, our State, our country could not 
be more proud. 

Our veterans are the backbone of 
what makes this Nation great, and we 
owe them the deepest respect and grat-
itude, even at the end of their journey. 
So thank you to our men and women of 
the military, and thank you to the 
young men and women of University of 
Detroit Jesuit for honoring their serv-
ice to our Nation. 

f 

COOL SCIENCE TOPICS 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to continue a series of 1-minute speech-
es about cool science topics. Today I 
will be discussing applications of the 
National Science Foundation’s funded 
research into arctic species. 

In order to survive in the subzero 
temperatures of the Arctic, small orga-
nisms such as fish, insects, plants, 
fungi, and bacteria have evolved pro-
teins that lower the freezing point of 
water solutions in order to protect 
themselves when temperatures drop. 

Studies of the proteins of these arctic 
species will aid in the development of 
aircraft de-icing systems, 
cryopreservation of food, crop protec-
tion, frostbite prevention, and other in-
novations. These organisms and their 
ability to survive in extreme tempera-
tures will yield information of great 
value to society. 

I applaud the NSF’s funding of such 
important research. 

f 

b 1200 

HONORING OFFICER REGINALD 
GUTIERREZ 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, late in 
the afternoon on Wednesday, Officer 
Reginald ‘‘Jake’’ Gutierrez of Wash-
ington State’s Tacoma Police Depart-
ment responded to a domestic violence 
call. Despite the potential danger he 
knew lay ahead, he went forward with 
courage and a resolute focus on saving 
lives, sadly sacrificing his own life in 
the end. 

Tragically, he was 1 of 133 law en-
forcement officers this year to die in 
the line of duty. That is a 20 percent 
increase, Mr. Speaker, over last year. 
Officer Gutierrez has served in law en-
forcement 17 years, and he is one of the 
few who accept the calling to serve. 

The men and women who wear the 
badge like Officer Gutierrez have con-
tinued to show resilience during dif-
ficult times and have maintained an 
unshakeable commitment to perform 
their critical mission of keeping our 

families safe and protecting our free-
doms, whether we are relaxing at home 
or protesting in the street. Wednesday 
was no exception. 

During what became an 11-hour 
standoff with the suspect, the Tacoma 
Police Department was assisted by 
many of its neighboring partners to en-
sure the surrounding area was secure. 
What is exceptional about this dem-
onstration, Mr. Speaker, of bravery is 
that it is not exceptional at all. Men 
and women every day in this country 
walk out of their home wearing the 
badge and the uniform to protect our 
children, protect our communities, pro-
tect our kids at school. 

I ask all of us to keep our law en-
forcement officers in their prayers, Mr. 
Gutierrez’s family, and the Tacoma Po-
lice Department. 

f 

PUERTO RICO AND THE 
PRESIDENTIAL VOTE 

(Mr. GRAYSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on Congress to give the 
people of Puerto Rico the most basic of 
rights, the right to vote for our na-
tional leader. In all of the world’s de-
mocracies, Puerto Rico is the largest 
territory by population that cannot 
choose our national elected official. 
Three-and-a-half million Americans in 
Puerto Rico have no say in who serves 
as President of the United States. 

Women and African Americans were 
once denied this basic voting right. 
Now it is American citizens who reside 
in Puerto Rico who suffer this dis-
enfranchisement. The contradictions 
are painfully clear. Puerto Ricans par-
ticipate in the Presidential primary 
process, they send pledged delegates to 
each major party’s convention, but 
they do not participate directly in the 
choice of President of the United 
States. 

If these same American citizens 
move to the mainland, they can quick-
ly and easily help to elect our national 
leader, but they are denied this very 
basic right to help choose the Presi-
dent and Vice President merely for liv-
ing where they do. 

The solution to this problem is a sim-
ple one, and we have accomplished it 
before. Fifty-five years ago, the Dis-
trict of Columbia was granted electors 
to the electoral college with the pas-
sage of the 23rd Amendment to the 
Constitution. Like Puerto Rico now, 
the District of Columbia was not and is 
not a State. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent for an additional 30 
seconds. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair cannot entertain that request. 

Mr. GRAYSON. I will simply say we 
must give Puerto Ricans the right to 
vote for President. 
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